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TRIAL AT LARGE 
OF 


SAMUEL BUSBY, and JUDITH, 
HIS WIF E, 


AT THE COMMISSION OF 
OYER. AND TERMINER, 


BEFORE 


ROBERT DAY, and EDMD. STANLEY, Eſqrs. 


Two or His MAJESTY'S COUNSEL, AND A 
| RESPECTABLE JURY, 


— 


ON A CHARGE OP 


ASSAULT, IMPRISONMENT, AND ] 
WANTON CRUELTY, 


With intent to deſtroy their Children, 


. 


MARY, REBECCA, AND JANE BUSBY, 
Including the whole of the Evidence therein, 


With the leading Arguments of Counſel, and principal Points 
in the Charge from the Bexcn to the Jury. 
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deſtroy the {aid Mary, '66titrary to the peace. | 


5 t 4 I * 
INDICTMENT. 
SAMUEL BUSBY, LEE Joortn ! his wife, 
ſtood indiQed, for that they, or the” 2800 day of 


Februry laſt, and at divers times before, at Dame- 
ſtreet, in the city of Dublin, did unnaturally, 


wantonly, and eruelly comttit an aſſault on the 


body of Mary Buſby; their daughter, with i intent 
to deſtroy the ſaid. Mary Buſby, n to 
che peace, Ke, 


* 7 3 2 — 
3 21 7 0 A 


And ſaid Sant: and Judith 5 rf y ſtood indicted, 


for that they, on thezame: days year, a and place, 
1 
laſt, as above mentioned, ant at divers times be- 


Hare, did unnatur#1y, - wartonly, cruelly, and 


falſely impriſon the ſaid Mary Buſby; ſor the ſpace 


of nine months, without allowing her, the ſaid 
Mary, common tyſtcgance, Þ fire, or candle-light, or 
any other of the comfo rts of life, with i intention to 


e I We pls 2 N 
"The faid Samuel and Judith Sift Yr flood further 


indifted, for the like treatment to | Rebocea Buſby ; $ 


CHA Jobber. 


acc again, for thejike treatment i wo: Jaue r ; 
two others of their daughters, 15 


. 8 4 13 


2 I wk © £1 "117 ? 


Prboarlirt 3 not les id : 
1 7 having been given in charge to the Jury, 
Counſellor Lyſaght preſſed to know who were the 
Proſecutors in this caſe, in order that if they failed 
to ſubſtantiate ſo grofs æ charge againſt the — e” 
ſers; a charge already ſo ruinous to their Yor 
name-and credit,” the Traverſers might have ome 
fource Were to apply: for legal reparation; In 
England, he ſaid, it was the uſage for the Proſecu- 
tor to ſigu his — the back of the indictment; 
und he hoped the Court in this caſe, would:call on 


= W 18 declare who were the Profecutors'i in 
this aſe 215g e 


 -£ Counſellor Haeket, for the Crowns. ion ftated 


_ the'caſe do the Court᷑ and ury. He began by ob- 
ſerving,” that notwithſtanding the ſtrength and 
elearneſs of the evidence heſhould adduce, to the 
points laid in the indictment, the fingularity of the 
caſe rendered. it . neceſſary - for him to offer a few 
obſervations. ." n 
N re the Jay. would be thocked; he ſaid, 
ati a charge before them, by three! innocent 
females, a lint their father and mother, for aſ- 
fault, impriſonment, and”'eruet treatment. They 
Were no doubt aware of the power of controul 
Which parents neceſſarily held over their children, 
to preſerve them from improper onduct. It was 
certainly an authority entailed on the parent by 
the great law of: Nature, and ized by the 
law of the land; an authority, wi the due ex- 
ereiſe of which the well being of fociety was moſt 
intimately: connected, and which it was the duty 
of every man to ſupport, ſo far as it was regulated 
7 be a moderation and diſcretion. © © / 
The law of England had arranged: the duties of 
| N towards their children, under Con "Ie 
/ | e 


1483 


The firſt of theſe was PROTON; and ſo. far was 
the parent guaranteed by the laws in the exerciſe 
of this duty, that he was warranted to commit 
battery, or even to inflict death on another, for the 
defence of his child, -in the ſame latitude he was 
legally warranted to do in defence of his own life. 
he ſecond was MalxTENANcR, by which the 
parent was bound to provide for his children, to 
the beſt of his power, until they ſhould be able 
to provide ſubſiſtence for themſelves. 'This-was a 
duty not only impoſed by the great law of Na- 
ture, and ſtamped even on the feelings of the brute 
creation, but it was alſo recognized by acts of 
Parliament, in the reign of Elizabeth and George 
I. which are found directly to ſupport the claims 
of the children, in this particular; and if “ a pa- 
rent ſhall through wantonneſs, or unneceſſary ri- 
gour, confine. his child, or refuſe him due foſte 
nance, and that the child under ſuch confinement 
mmhould die, the law would conſtrue the fact ſtrictly 
in the light of murder 
The third duty was Epuca rio, and one not 
Jeſs nèceſſary td the well-being df the child, or of 
that ſociety, in which he was to have intercourſe, 
than the other two. Perhaps, indeed, it was the 
- moſt important; the power of reſtriction in this 
caſe, if exerciſed with wholeſome diſcretion, would 
be both commendable and ſalutary; but if the 
cContrary, it would be equally pernicious. 
la the preſent caſe, it would be entirely for the 
conſideration of the Jury, on the evidence to be 
laid before them, whether the kind of reſtriction 
exerciſed by the Traverſers over their children. 
would be warranted by any ere ſe, cr confidered 
in a light commendable, or even, urwarrantable; 
whether it was exerciſed for a Woôd purpoſe; or 
one of bafbaàrity. He felt it unneceſſary to antici- 
pate tbe evidence, by going at large into the va- 
| | riety 


— 


5 E 
riety of eruelties exerciſed upon thoſe unfortunate 
children. - One circumſtance only he would ſtate, 


in order to impreſs their minds with the miſery to 


which the poor children were reduced, by down- 
right hunger, in the cold garret, where they had 
been condemned by their cruel parents to with- 


ſtand the viciſſitudes of a cold winter, deſtitute of 


fire and candle-light. From this wretched man- 
ſion one of the. poor children forced by famine, 


deſcended clandeſtinely to the lower part of the 


Houſe in ſearch of ſuſtenance, and caſting her eyes 
round the kitchen, diſcovered a bullock's liver, 
lying in the corner, which had been ſent in by 
their father for his dogs. From this the poor Child 
haſtily cut a ſlice, juſt warmed it on the coals, and 

_ eagerly devoured it half raw; and having ſated 


her own hunger, ſhe with feelings infinitely dif- 


ferent from thoſe of her parents, remembered the 
periſhing want of the little fellow-priſoners ſhe 

bad left behind her, and ſhe then cut two ſlices 
more which ſhe broiled in like manner, concealed 
they in a cloth, and carried them up to her fa- 


mifffing ſiſters, which they alſo. devoured. 
HFle thanked God, and herejoiced, for the honour 


of the humanity of the country he lived in, that 


proſecutions of this kind were by no means fre- 
quent in Ireland. In England however they were 


not unuſual, and there many inſtances had occur- 


red, that where the unnatural parents could juſ- 
tify their conduct on no other ground, they had 

* to a villification of the characters of their 
_ children, as a reaſon to warrant their cruelties. If 
any ſuch defence ſhould be attempted in this caſe, 
he truſted it would fall before the diſcernment of a 
humane, diſcerning and conſiderate Jury, and the 
. artleſs innocenge of the evidence on the table; 


and then would the guilt appear. Counſel on the 
other fide had aſked, who were the proſecutors in 


the 


P 


| 


4 
: 
! 
: 
| 
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| this caſe? or from whom the traverſers were to 
ſeek redreſs for the injury done to their reputation? 


To this he would anſwer, the King was the proſe- 
cutor, and upon grounds deemed competent for 
accuſation. If the traverſers were - wrongfully ac- 


cuſed, their beſt reparation would be the proof of 


their innocence. | „„ 

He remembeied a cafe of this ſort in 'this king- 
dom, of ſimilar cruelty, exerciſed by a poor wo- 
man on the ſide of a common towards her child; 


and as ſoon as it was diſcovered ſhe was proſecuted. 


But who were the perſons at whoſe inſtance the 
proſecution was conducted? The neighbouring 
Magiſtrates, and the Clergymen of the Pariſh. In 
this caſe it was the ſame. Public humanity was the 
ſtimulus, and the Lord Mayor by his interference, 


had not only acquitted his duty as a Magiſtrate, 


but done himſelf high honour as a man; and the 


Reverend Dean Hewitt, the Clergyman of the Pa- 
riſh, by his humane interference, and of the tender 


care of the unfortunate children, had acted in a 
manner truly becoming his dignified character and 


ſtation. 


If, (concluded Mr. Hacket,) the proofs which f 
fhall adduce this day before you, are ſatisfactory to 
ſupport the charges in this indictment, you will 
have the ſatisfaction as a Jury of honeſt and hu- 


mane men, of vindicating the cauſe of the Infants 


againft the unwarrantable cruelty of the parents, 
and of convincing ſociety, that you are the guar- 
dians of the unproteQed, under the wholeſome 
rovifions of the Law. And if the facts cannot be 
ubſtantiated, I ſhall rejoice for the honour of hu- 
man nature. ETFs CL 5 
- Maky Bussy, called and ſworn : | | 
Ihe witneſs, a young girl about ſeventeen, ap- 
peared extremely affected; and bathed in tears, 
was ſcarcely able to ſpeak; the Reverend Dean 
. a Ilewitt 


1 9. J 


Hewitt attended her on the table, andsendered ber 
every humane attention and fupport, While deli- 


vering ber evidence; and the Court condeſcended 


to give her every poſſible attention and encourage- 
ment. Vf. | 


E 


depoſed, that ſhe is the daughter of the Traverſers, 
Samuel Buſby and Judith his wife; that ſhe herſelf 
reſides now, and has for ſome time paſt, at Mrs. 
Nalty's, the Pariſh School-miſtreſs of St. Andrew's 
Pariſh ; that ſhe does not pay for her diet and lodg- 

ing there, but ſuppoſes her father and mother will 
pay for her; ſhe believes it was at the inſtance of 
the Lord Mayor ſhe was put to Mrs. Nalty's, about 
three months fince. Before ſhe was put there, ſhe 
lived at the houſe of her father and mother, in 


Dame-ſtreet, in the upper part of it; it was the 


garret. The time ſhe laſt began to live there, was 


about V. eke months ſince; but ſhe had lived 
there before about two winters ago, and that was 


the firſt time ſhe had began to live there; ſhe did 
not go to live there of her own accord, but was 
compelled by her mother; ſhe does not recollect to 
have heard her mother at that time aſſign any rea- 
ſon for ſuch compulſion. There were other perſons 
then confined there along with her, her ſiſters Re- 
becca and Jane; but Jane was not confined con- 


ſtantly. Witneſs and Rebecca were a time con- 


fined to live in the room, about eight months; it 
was the winter ſeaſon when they were put there, 2 
little after New-years day; there were chairs 
and a table in the room, and a palliaſs on the 
floor. Her father uſed to come up ſtairs to them 
now and then with work for them to do; there 
was no bed or bedſtead in the room; they three 
ſlept on the palliaſs; they had one blanket and a 
pair of ſheets to cover them, but no quilt ; there 
were lodgers in the Houſe at the time, and witneſs 
5 2 5 thinks 


She was examined by Counſellor Driſcoll, and 


* 2 
* 7 — 
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thinks, the reaſon The and her ſiſters had not the 
uſual quantity of clothes was, that the bed clothes 
of-the Houſe were given to the lodgers ; ſhe does 
not recolle& at what intervals of time ſhe had 
clean ſheets; ſhe was allowed no fire in the room 
at any time during the eight months, and candle- 
light only ſometimes ; ſhe was much oftener with- 
out it than with it during the winter months; the 


mode contrived by witneſs and Rebecca to keep 


themſelves warm, was, by wrapping themſelves in 
ſome gowns belonging to their mother, which lay 


in the room, and alſo in the bed-clothes. Her 


fifter Rebecca and ſhe generally got their break- 
faſt and dinner regularly during that time. For 
breakfaſt, they generally got bread, with butter- 
milk, or tea; and for dinner, whatever their father 
and mother had. Both got a ſufficient quantity. 
The reaſon aſſigned by her mother, for confining 
Her was, that ſhe had taken a bit of Tea and 
Sugar with her to Clontarf, and her mother had 


diſcovered it. The reaſon for confining her ſiſter 


Rebecca was, that ſhe'had broke a bottle. She 
ſaw her ſiſter Jane often during this time, for ſhe 
flept with them, and uſed to come up by day to 


work with them, and ſometimes dined with them, 


but generally below ſtairs. She did not know 


Whether with her father and mother or not. Her 
Toom-door was part of the time locked and part 


unlocked; *twas locked generally towards the end 
of the eight months. She can't recolle& how long, 
but it was more than a week; ſhe-can't ſay poſi- 
tively who locked the door during that week, but 
it was generally locked by a boy, named, Tom 


Geoghegan, or her ſiſter Jane. Tom Geoghegan is 


a little boy brought by her brother from Jamaica, 
and about ſeven or eight years old. Sometimes ſhe 
had liberty when the door was not locked to come 


down as far as the tbird floor, and ſometimes to 


the 


/ 


f al 


the lower part. of the houſe. But . 


mother forbid her to come out of that room. 
During the eight months ſhe was confined there, 
her mother never came into the room. 


lere the witneſs ſeemed much agitated and in 


tears; when the Reverend Dean Hewitt, endca- 
voured to cheer her ſpirits. W 05 
Counſellor MNally, on behalf of the traverſers, 


objected to Dean Hewitt's being near the witneſs. 


The Court obſerved, that Dean Hewitt's conduct 


on this occaſion, redounded much to his honour. 
The witneſs then reſumed her evidence, and ſaid, 
her mother never had been in the room during thoſe 
eight months, but that once ſhe had paſſed by the 
door and rem in ſome work to them. She can- 

not recollect whether her father was preſent when 
her mother put her into the room. Her father often 
afterwards came into the room to bring them work, 


but he never had any converſation with them about 


their confinement. He only came to them acciden- 
tally with work, and for ſome things that were in 


his cheſt in the room; but never ſaid how long 


they were to ſtay there. The ſervants in her fa- 


ther's houſe, were only a ſervant maid and her 


# 


' brother's. boy, Tom Geoghean. Her brother is 


- deputy to a Mr. Harriſon, and lodged at her fa- 


ther's houſe ; ſhe was permitted by her mother to 


| Ih his room; it was on the third floor. When 
me was permitted to go to the lower part of the 
houſe, by which ſhe means the kitchen, it was 


only to do any ſervice that was there neceſſary to 


- be done; and ſhe never was ſuffered to be there, 
only when ſuch acts of ſervice were neceſſary. She 


# x 
4 


never did go out into the ſtreets during the eight 
months, nor did ſhe ever attempt it. She knew it 


would be uſeleſs, as her mother would prevent her, 


and ſhe did not, defire it. Rebecca was never al- 


towed to go down ſtairs, only when there was no 


ſervant 


1 
eee 


\ 1 1 #2 {1 
fervant chere. When there was no ſervant, the 
witneſs and Rebecca were permitted to go down 


when any work was neeeſſary to be done in the 


kitchen, of which Jane was always ſent to tell 
them. She ſwears. poſitively by virtue of her oath 


ſhe was not permitted to go out of the room, ex- 


cept when ſervice was neceffary to be done below 


ſtairs; otherwiſe ſhe was not permitted, and when 
her work was done in the-kitchen, ſhe was imme- 


diately obliged to go back to the rooni. 


At the end of the eight month, witneſs ſays, ſhe 


and her ſiſter Fare were fent to Mrs. Flynn's 


Boarding- ſchool at Clontarf; it was on the ſame 


day they were let out of the garret, and it was her 
mother who let them out. Rebecca ſtaid at home. 
In about eight months afterwards, her mother, on 
her return from England, they were ſent for and 
brought home from Mrs. Flynn's ſchool, and wit- 
neſs was again put up in the ſame garret; ſhe was 


_ confined there a fortnight ; was ill, and in bed, 


and unable to go down ſtairs; both her ſiſters ſlept 


with her; ſhe was again ſent with Rebecca to Mrs. 
Flynn's, and was brought home from thence about 
June twelve-months, and both were put into the 


garret the day after they returned from Clontarf. 


Her mother aſſigned no reaſon then for putting her 
there. She does not exactly know how long they 
were kept there. It was about eight months ſince 
they were liberated. That time Mrs. Hudſon was 
a ſervant in the houſe. She does not know exactly 
what time her laſt confinement in the garret com- 
menced ; it was ſome time in the laſt winter. They 
were at firſt in the ſtreet-garret, and were kept there 
while Mrs. Hudſon was in the houſe, two or three 
days; but when Mrs. Hudſon was hot there, they 
had liberty of going down ſtairs. Mrs. Hudſon 


was a ſervant in the houſe. During theſe ſeven 
weeks, ſhe was confined in the garret againſt her 


will 


LW] 


will.” Pait of the time they had food enough, and 
part not. They got for breakfaſt bread and milk, 
and for dinner, ſometimes meat. They were fup- 
plied with neceſſary food during the three or four 

ays they were confined while M Mrs. Hudfon was in 
| the houſe. They had then no fire or | candles. 
They did not want it; it was June. When Mrs. 


Hudſon went away, they were let out; but they 


were put back again into the garret about the end 
of laſt Winter, and confined ſeven” weeks. It was 
at the time that a Mr. Leeky came to lodge in the 
houſe chey were put there, along with her — 
Rebecca. It was her mother who firſt put them 


there. Her fiſter Jane was always at liberty, ex 


cept when her mother went out, and then ſhe was 


locked up with Witneſs, and her ſiſter Rebecca. 


There is à fire place in the room, but they were 


allowed no fire; and they were allowed two frx- 


penny loaves per week; for all three. 

Croſs examined by the Bench: witneſs ſays ſhe 
and her ſiſter Rebecca were cloſely confined during 
the ſeven weeks, againſt their will; but Jane was 
up and down ars, oceaſionally. They did not 
at alb times during that period, 72 enough of food. 


There were ſome days when they got breakfaſt, but | 


no dinner; and other days they got dinner, but no 
breakfaſt. She cannot recollet what particular 
days, Vor exactly how often, but is certain it was 
more than ve or fix times; but not on ſucceſſive 


days. During thoſe ſeven Weeks ſhe faw 725 mo- 


ther but once C942 g * is 01 0: e 

She recollects having received at that time edel 
treatment from her mother. "She Heat her and her 
ſiſter on the body and Arms with a ſweeping bruſh, 
and had beat them ſeverely at different times before, 


in other parts 6f che houſe, and at one time in the 


preſence of Penelope Hudſön. This was one morn- 


ing, * witneſs and her-ſiſter HAY fat * with 


one 


2 

> 

OW * 
FP oh pg 


down to the kitch 
of her ſhoe. The witneſs, upon her head and 


ing - ſchool ? 


tn] 


one of the children, who was fiek;; they went 


down ſtairs at five o'clock, to dry a blanket, and 
Penelope Hudſon aſked them to take a difh of tea; 
and as they were going to drink, their mother came 


, and beat them with the heel 


arms; and her ſiſter upon her arms; and the rea- 
fon ſhe aſſigned was, becauſe they were in the 
kitchen. This was in ſummer ; it was the firſt night 
witneſs had gone to bed, after ſhe came home fro 


the Boarding-ſchool. She had got up early and 


gone down to her ſiſter's room, and both went 
down to the kitchen to dry the child's blanket. 


They were not cut with thoſe beatings, but bruiſed. 


Her father never exerciſed any cruelty to- 
wards them. For the laſt ſeven weeks they were 
confined, the door of the garret was locked the 
whole ſeven weeks, day and night, by her mo- 


ther's directions. Part of the time they were al. 
lowed ſome additional covering. They had the 
bed brought from Mrs. F 2 ſchool, a pair of 


blankets and ſheets, and the curtains over them, 
but not hung up. Their mode of warming them- 
ſelves inſtead of fire, was the mode before de- 


= 


ſcribed. 25 


Croſs examination by Counſelor Caldbeck. 
Q. Miſs Buſby, of a young Lady that was 
ſtarved, you ſeem pretty well furniſhed with fleſh? - 
A. Tonly ſaid I often did not get food enough; 
but I did not ſay I was ſtarved. | 
Q. Do you recolle& why you left the Board- 


bs. 


A. Yes; Mrs. Flynn becameill, and was ſend- 
ing away all her boarders, at the laſt time we came 
away. The time before, my mother wanted: us 
home for a fortnight, and ſo brought us home. 

Q. Did your father never ſleep in tha ſtrect- 
garret during the ſeven weeks youtalk of? TE 


* 


en 


* 


E 


"th When Mr. Lecky firſt ſpoke of us, my father 
flept there a few nights, not before. 


GA. Pray, Miſs, was the lock ever taken off the 


door of this room, in which you ſay you were 


confined ? 
A. Yes; the ſcrews were looſe, and my ſiſter 
| took i it off at one time. 
& Do you recollect a Captain Wathen lodg- 
ing in the houſe at that time? | 
As ee... 1 3 
. Did not your father ſleep in that room n the 
ole time Captain Wathen lodged in the houſe? 
A. He lodged in the ſtreet room. 
Q. Had not Mr. Leckey a Ry and n 
in the houſe? 
A. He had. 


. Had Captain Wathen a family i in the houſe? 


A. No; only a ſervant. 


. Your houſe was pretty full of lodgers then. 
Pray did not your mother often Sonny that time lie 


on the parlour floor? + 
A. Yes; ona Acker 
. And your father j 
A. No; he ſlept in 

the ſtory under ours. 

Can you ſay your mother always kept the 
| key of your room?  - 

A. She always deſired it to be left « on the par- 

lour N e 

1 8 ＋ Pray did you not ſometimes go out in 2 

coac with your mother, to take an airing * 

A. Once; about two years ago, when che 
child was fick. I went out in the ſame coach with 
my mother and her. 

. Were you then i in a ſtate of confliieinent? 

gt 

' Court, to witneſs. You ſip Miſs Buſby your 
room was N che. ee of the teven, * 

| b ut 


© garret ? | 
three. pair room; 3 
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but chat) your ſiſter once took Fa lock off the 8 
When was this? Was it in the laſt ſeven weeks? 

A. It. was; but the lock was put on again. 
When my mother found the lock was taken off, 
ſhe put us into the oppoſite room, and put a pad- 
lock on the door, till the other lock was put on. 

. By whole orders was che ode put 18 

A. By my mother's. 

When were you brought out of che room. 

At the end of the ſeven weeks, when we 
N brought down to the een to che Lord 
7 8 

. Mere you afterwards confined? INT» 

A. No; we were in a week afterwards. taken 
away from my father's houſe. 

Q. Who ſupplied you with food during the 
time of your laſt confinement? 

A. Sometimes the boy, Tom Geoghegan, and 
fometimes my ſiſter Jane... _ 

Did they lock yo door when they gave 
you your food ? 5 

A. They did. 

. And nobody had Hood; to your! ban at 
thoſe times? 5 10 
A. No. | 

G. And this \ was the conſtant en the ane 
time? 5 IL 34 

A.t Ye. 

At what time was it that your mother came 
to ſce you. 

A. It was the day. when the lock was ken o of, 

1 Was 1 it then ſhe beat you? Cores hich 

A. Yes. 240m 7:41 

. Did ſhe aſſign any _ 

A. My ſiſter Rebecca was out on the Rally lis. 


a — 


2 


tening to ſome muſic. Captain We A play; 


ing on the fiddle in his zroom, and 
catched her, and — er up ſtairs 2 ſaw 3 


C 7 1 


lock taken off; and then beat us very much, and : 
put us into che other garret, and put a padlock on 


the door. 


Q. Did ſhe ever aſſign any. cauſe for confining 


you. e a 


A. The rene ſhe aſſigned was to prevent us : 


from converſing with: the ſervant-maids. 


mack, Had you any converſation with the fervan- 
maids,. ns 7 +. 


SUE thoſe ſeven weeks? a: p 


a Dia your father ever come up to [your 


room, during your confinement? | 


Yes; once or twice with ſome work for us 


to 46: 


Q * you make any complaint to him? 
o. 


. Did he charge you, or your ſiſters, with 


any miſconduct as a reaſon why you were confined ? 
A. No; only one day; he ſaid he ſuſpected 


Ve were talk to the ſervant-maid, when ſhe was 


making the bed; but we were not. 


Q. Did he unlock the door himſelf when he 


came to you? 


„ | 
"0 And locked i it again 0 
A. Tes. 


Lou ſay the motive you were confined for, 
was your converfing with j ſervant-maids. 
A. I don't know what my mother's reaſons 
were; but that was the reaſon ſhe aſſigned. _ 

Did your father ever beat you ? 

A. No. 

Q. How many days do you recollef that you 
had not enough to eat? 

A. I don't recollect exactly how oſten; but I 

remember two whole das. 

— What did you get to eat on thoſe two ays? 

* —_— 


i 
: 
1 
'Þ 
1 
3 
1 
TI 
» 


1 ] 


N And nothing elſe the e 7555 1 una Jou 5 
went to bed? 


A. No. - 


Who 1 you your breakfaſt on | Us 
tod ays? 


A. T om Geoghegan 3 my father was along 
with him. 
G. Why did you not complain to „our fatker? 
A. 8 align ay particular reaſon; my mo- 
ther was then angry with us for taking off che lock. 
G. Had your father the key of the padlock ? 
A. He had. 


G. How were you clothed, difing this ine? 
** We had de dane clothes the WY time; 2 
es were not waſhing clothes. 
. _ 3 clean linen? 
A You had food enough, generally, exec 
on thoſetwo days? | | 
A. Yes; general! . 
. There Wus no 10 on which doc nö get 
ſome food ? 7 
5 K. No. 
Q. Mere you never alone to go out of "th 
room, during theſe ſeven weeks E 
A. Never. 


Q., Were Mok and your. ſiſter i in lf bend 
or Ja you find your "health and! e YO. 
A. We were not fick. 


. You took no exetelſe A 
A. Nv: 


2 1 Had 8 0 ite wa emit nj dure th 

. 4 
N. No. Nos 

. Didavy fervans maid ah "OY the 2 


during the Whole e to render 55 any ne. 
N ſervice * 


No F455 0 e 1 SO 
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Q. Yau eee to Miſs Leckep z * Was 


that 4 1 


= _ . * _- * 


. Le it was in ede of this you think 
you) Were liberated by the Lord Mayor? 
A. Tes 


a. Was your food. always hrought into the 


room toyou? 
A. It was ſometimes left outſide the door by the 


| ſervant ; and Tom Geoghegan Came u along with 
her, to Aer —4 door, 5 lock it ku 


fs When was your . ſiſter Jane confined with : 


A. Not cloſely, until the laſt two da | 

ao to witneſs] If the door SE un- 
Jocked, would you have gone down ſtairs? 
A. No; I would be afraid. 

Q Did the fervant maid ever adyiſo you to! com- 
plain of the treatment you received ? 

A. No. | 

[The witneſs was in tears the whole time os 
gave her evidence, and was with much difficyl ty, 
and by the humane attention of the Rev. an 
Hey Witt, prevented | from fainting.] 3 


Rebecca Buſbie called and ſwarn ; angherdepoſi- 


tions corroborated, circumſtantially, t e eren, 


ef the prec ling watneſs, her ſiſter; as to the peri- 

ods Aab e ; the beating with che f weeping- 

bruſh, and that with the heel of. her mother's: ſhoe, 

In the kitchen, and down to the circumſtance of 
thing ng che lock from the garret door. 

eing aſked the reaſon why ſhe took off the 

| lock, the faid her ſiſter wanted to put ſomething 


* 


] 
j 
| 


(=) 


out of the Boz, aud the S being looſe, they . 
took off the ſtaple of the lock, and opened it. 
She alſo corroborated the circumſtances of the 
kind and quantity of food allowed them, and the 
manner in which it was conveyed to them, and by 
whom, with this diſtindtion, that three days in the 


week, t 


they got bread and milk for breakfaſt, and 


potatoes and milk for dinner; and the other three, 
meat, or any thing that was going; but at they 
did not get enough. 


Counſellor Hacke. How old are you. Miſs 
| . Fi LE pos 


A. Fifteen) years, Sir. 


Pray, what quantity of bread did you re- 


4 5 get for you allowance? 
Here the child burſt into tears; but being che- 
riſhed hy the Court, and Council, proceeded. 
A. For the firſt week, they got two meals a day. 
Q. Well, and for the laſt fix weeks, how. many 


meals did you get? 
A. Only one meal —(Convulſed and i in tears 9 
| A What did that meal conſiſt of 5 
A. Bread and milk. 5 
. Had you enough at that W 
e. 1 
2 & -_ nothing to ſpare? : 
o. 
Q 1 How much in was "eee for you and 
vo "pl | „„ 
"01 2 ut a pint. | 8 
Did your ſiſter get dinner in hot time? 
5 AL Yes, my ſiſters got ther, dinners, but Is got 
| none, 


G. How much bees were you allowed? 5 


A. 


Sometimes a fix- penny loaf in the La. 


and ſometimes half a twelve-penny loaf; but for 
the laſt fix weeks, I got a piece, « of bread every 
£ Working: = 


N Pray 


L. ar. 3 


Pray what reaſon did your mother alſign for 
ending you? ” 
A. There was a ſix· pence miſlaid, and my mo- 
ther ſaid I took i it; but it was afterwards found by 
my mother. 
8 r was you ever confined before this ? 


. Did you get victuals enough then? 
A. Sometimes. 
Q. You mentioned your having gone down to | 
the kitchen, at one time, to take a cup of tea with 
Mrs. Hudſon ; do you recollect to have gone down 
at any other time, and brought up any thing par- 
ticular to your ſiſters to eat? : 4 

A. Yes; in Mrs. Hudſon's time. 55 
9 What was it ; 1 

2 A piece of liver. 

What liver? | | | 

A. I don't know. 3 

d, What did you take it fort” fig: 
A. To eat it. 

Why ? . 
| A. Becauſe I was hungry. 

Q. Whereabouts did you find i 17 | 
A. In the kitchen window I believe. a6? 
Mas it drefled? 
| A. I broiled pon of it np the kirchenfire 50 

eat it, and carrie ſome to my ſiſters. | 

Q. Did they eat it fo? 

A. They taſted 1 it; I don't 18 eee 
eat 1 : 
The remainder of che direct teſtimony was to the, 
maid, Mrs. Hudſon, aſking. them to drink tea; 
and being i in. conſequence turned off by their ms 


IP, 8 
cCroſs examined by Counſellor Curran. „ 


You recolleR, "Mit Baby "the Th 
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cinie down ftalrs to Mrs. Hudfon; pray! had yon a 
"ont: that morning ? 
Yes; a oak and an half was in ottt Feu 
You could not be f6 50 Sy then, 46 
to come down to Mrs. Hudſon for foo ä 

A. We did not g0 down for — we only 
went down to dry ſomething for the child, and 
ſhe aſked us to take 4 cup of tea. 

& Do you remember whether yout mother 
ig Ty angry on account o&f finding you 
| c dies. fie. udfon ? . 
. We did not keep her Com pauy; we only 
went down to dry a blanket ; ſhe @ not fay 1 
thing about our keeping company. | f 
8 You ſaid your ſiſter Was in the lame ro 
1. with you, and had two meals every day, and you 
had but one. Do you mein to tay. T0. dad ho | 
dinner at all on thoſe days? | 
A. There was none ent to me. 

Q. And do you mean to ſay by Jr ſiſter a0 
in the ſame room with you, and never gave you | 
any part of her dinner? _. 
A. Often ſhe gave me part; ' but he always 
complained ſhe ha F not enough for herſe = - 

G. And To your evidence is, that you never 
had more than Ran meal a day for fix Weeks? 

A. No; I fad my mother neber ſent more. 
Here the child — afreſh i into tears, * Was much 


agitated. | 1 % ( 

Counſellor Sanger. Cone, « come, Miſs Butt, 

| theſe are N airs. I ſiſpe&there is a Youd 
deal of ſtage-playing in th his bath neſs? 

Counſellor Ca dbeck.” Up pon my word 1 fafpea 
as much. I have ſeen girls much younger tan 
this young lady called to give evidence on ' this 
9 2 FE: jan? ſo much ew of being af 
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cCoort. | When 4 a child 25 (ears is called on to 


ive evidence of. cruelt e guthors of 
85 being, furely tis no gt ſhe ſhould be 


„ 


ſtrongly affected. 


Counſellor Curran—10 witneſs, Had you an 


aunt in 3 1 3 
A. I was tol: was in the houſe, bu I ne- 
ver * no, . * a 7 by 
Q. What! then .ſhe never. Yeh you curing 
your impriſonment ?. 
A. No, Sir. 
Court. Was ſhe in ah houſe? 9 5 
A. Yes—Sir. I heard ſhe | ay there two or 
three times; but ſhe never came n «MB us. 
Q. What reaſop was afigned f T treating you 
' with fo much cruelty ? 
A. Only the E pende that wag wida. and 
found afterwards. 1 gb 
Counſellor Curran. By virtue of your oath, 
Miſs Buſby, did you take that N PI you 
Poren ſwear that? e 
A. No, indeed, Sir, 1 did not. 
Q. I aſk you on your oath, hag] your mother 
.ng, other reaſon for confining you? 25 
A. I don't know any ofher FRO ſhe never 
aff ned an any othęr. 5 
This you poſitively ſwear? © 
A. I do, ir. Ian t recollegt peer g 
Child, Jeu lay your mother ſent you no 


Hong all theſe. Ax weeks: Free rfvas your | 


health?” 
A. I was apt y yell part of the time ; 2 was fick 


in bed. 


& Did wy w firike 2 ding thoſe fx . 


Weeks? oF * 


Di your j lan come ne de perm? A 
Fo Sometimes. g 
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Did you complain to your: mother of the 
- ml treatment you received? | 
A. No; ſhe knew it, and 1 was afraid to com- 
plain. 
. Did you ſleep i in your mother's bed during 
| * _ I underſtand you did frequently ? 
| al 
; 1 755 to witneſs. a. What part of the kitchen. 
did-you find the liver i 
A. T think, in the window. 
. Had it deen 2 
A. It had. 
| For ws _ 
A FOR THE DOG. 7 
; AQ Was your father ever in the wo? © 
Sometimes he camein for things he wanted. 
Did you complain to him? ? | 
I was afraid. | 
| You were more afraid of your mother than 
of your father? 
A 
Do you mean to ſi ay your mother was the 
| cauſe of your ill treatment? 1 
: A. I beheveſo. 5 ER 
| Counſellor Hacket. Now I beg leave to aſk a 
' queſtion which ariſes out of this. Did your father 
know of your being confined then? | 
Court—Certainly ; for the witneſs ſwore he had 


frequently locked and unJocked the door. 


& How long have you been i in that ſtate? 7. 
Three years. 

a Have your parents been in the habit of 
locking you up during that time ? : | 
A. They have. 

In what way were you and Fersen treat- 


ed before your mothet * you 1 for keeping 


company with the ſervints? 
's A. Whenever | 
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A. Whenever they went out they: uſed to lock 
us op in the room. 
Had you ever : any maſters to inſtruct you in 
Jour: Father 8 houſe? 
ä | 
. Can you tell the reaſon you were removed 
from Mrs. F vnn 82 
A. She was ill, and fince died. 
18 How long had you been thre h the «tte? 
My fifter was there three yOu} ; and I, a 
in anda m—__ 


N Was you ever before locked up, but at thoſe | 


two times you have deſcribed ? 


A. Yes; once before, my liſters and I, for 1 pine 


months. . 
G. Was your door generally foekial then? ? 
A. Yes: 
. Who brought you your food in that time? 
A. The child; Tom Geoghegan. 
Did you always get OT to eat during 
that period ? 5 
A. Sometimes. 8 
PN Io RE Hrpsox, ſworn. | 
Counſellor Lyſaght—to witneſs. By virtue of 


b 


the,oath you have taken, did you receive, or were 


you promiſed any. fum of money for, or on ac- 
count of the evidence you ſhall give on this trial; 
or do you expect any reward by whe event of this 
cauſe, one way or other? 

A. By virtue of my oath, I do not. 

Counſellor Comyn. Vou have lived ſervant 
with Mr. Buſby—Pray i in what capacity did you 
20? 

A. Twas employed part of the time in binding 


hats and part of the time as ſervant in the houſe. 


I hred in the laſt mentioned capacity with Mrs. 
Buſby for five months and a fortnight. I came ta 
nee there about A* weeks after lat * hitfunricle 
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two- years; and I left it when Mrs. Buſby came 
home, becauſe the work was tog heavy for me. 
„How long was you there before the children 
went to ſchool that time. About a fortnight. 
Mrs. Buſby was going to the eountf y. 
' Q, What ſort of treatment did their children 
receive while you were in the houſe? +. 
A. I was away for ſome time, and Mrs. Byſby 
ſent for me to ſtay in the hauſe while ſhe ſhould be 
in the country. When I was there, they were 2 
lowed a e a week each, for their break- 
faſts, and a little better thay a half a pint of milk; 
and for dinner, they were allowed potatoes and 
and milk three days in the week; the other day, 
they had meat, or whatever was going; the run of 
e.. F 
G. When was this? ny 
A. It was about laſt October. I had then lived 
there about three montas. 
Q. Do you ever recollect aſking thoſe children 
to eat any meal? | I 5 
A. I never wiſhed to afk them to cat any meal 
but once, and it was the laſt day I was in the 
| houſe. It was very early in the morning, and they 
came down ſtairs to the kitchen to dry fomething 
that was wet for one of the children who lay ſick ; 
and I was juſt going to get my breakfaſt, and aſked 
them to take a cup of tea, They were Juft Sin 
to get it when Mrs. Buſby came down ſtairs. Miſs 
Rebecca went up, and Miſs Mary ſtepped ; and her 
mother eyed her at the kitchen door, and pulled 
off her ſhoe and beat her very much with it. 
Q. Have you reaſon to ſuppoſe thoſe children 
| had always enough to eat? | 


1 
Wn 3 » F 
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þ A. I had reaſon to ſuppoſe they had not; be- 

Mt cauſe they were always [napping pp every little 

| bit and ſcrap of yiguals hr nEe get lying in 
[! tze houſe. 1 9 5 VVV 

1 DO 


Eo I 


vo you recolleRt any thing which occurred 
about à Ver F 0 ages TONER 
A. I do; one morning, there was a bullock's 
liver that was brought in the night before, and was 
botled for the dogs, and Tying in the kitchen. Miſs 
Beck came down ſtairs and ſaw it, and cut a piece 
off, and was broiling it on the coals; it was fot. 
quite broiled enough. I came down and, aſked 
what was broiling? and ſhe ſaid, ſhe had found 
ſomething very nice, pointing to the liver. I told 
her it was a bullock's liver and not fi to eat; and 


ſhe fail it was very good, and eat what The had 


brotted; and then wat two other pieces, and faid 
her ſiſters. r and ſhe would carry them” 
ſome up ſtairs. I had often boiled . Pann 
for the dogs; and the children ufed to ſteal fome of 
them away in the fame manner. I often fuppoſed 
the poor children were very hungry; and T had no- 
thing to give them but my on allowance of bread 
and butter and tea. The ſame, morning after, Mx. 
Brfby beat the children for gaing to take the cup 
of tea, and ſent them up ſtairs. jane came down” 
ſtairs without her ſhoes, trembling. She faid, her 
mother would now lock them up, and they would” 
not have enough to eat, and begged me to give her 
the. bread and butter I naw left ; and I wrapped up 
the bread and the bit of butter in a cloth, and 


gave it to the poor child; and as ſhe was going up 
ſtairs with it to her room, Mrs. Buſby faw her ſha- 


dow on paſſing her door, and came cut and ſeized. 
her and beat her, ſeverely, and ſcolded me for giv- 
ing her any fuck thing; and then locked them all 
up. Xs ee „„ 30 WARAS 23 i FJ 


That night, between ſeven and eight oclock, 


Mrs. Buſby called me up ſtairs, and. ſaid. ſhe knew 


I vas at no loſs for a lodging, and adviſed me co 


go there That night. I aſked for the money due to 


me, and ſire fait he had none; but the was afra 
N | | 15 
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if I was in the houſe, her children | would make 
ſome contrivance to get out. I quit the houſe that 
night, and never entered the doors. fince. {7 

. Croſs examined by Counſellor Lyfaght... .. . 

G. By virtue of your oath were von not ones 
off from Mrs. Buſby's ſervice? 

A. I don't know what you, call turning off. . 
have told you the-words ſhe fag, and I never went 
to her houle ſince. 

& Did not ſhe refuſe to give Mrs. Evans a 
character of you? 

A. No. 5 ſince | went to look for. any. 

ſervice, nor never referred any one to her for a 

character. 

. Soin five months after this tranſaction, you 
have deſcribed, you came forward to give an ac- 
count of the matter to my Lord Mayor; pray bow 
came you to keep your lips ſo long ſcaled upon the 
* if you were ſo very much ſhocked as you 
ay? 

4 I did not wiſh to ſay a word upon the buſi- 
neſs, until I was obliged to do ſo. 

. Pray was you never aceuſed by Mrs. 32 
of putting a little whiſkey. in your tea; did ſhe 
flot charge you with drunkenneſs? 

A. No, ſhe never did. 
| Did ſhe never accuſe you of ks: : aid 
the not charge you with W her of the tea you 
had 1 ? 

x but ſhe took away the t tea and ſugar 

L 


Q. Did ſhe not ſay if you would prove how you 
_ * * pou: ſhould have! it W 
She 


Counſellor Hacket. This i 18 really as curious a 

a mode as ever I heard, of teaching perſons to 
2 oops their nel and their property. 4 
| Q. Did 
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. Did you not kneel down to curſe Mrs. 'Buſ. 
2 and pray that her erg mie be a curſe to 
1 

A. No. I'went down on my Enees — me 

accuſed me wrongfully, and ſaid, my curſe, and 

that of my fatherleſs children, on her and hers, 
according as I had deſerved her accuſation. 
| Pray was there nothing of a pair: of ſheets | 
ſtolen, that you were charged with. ST 
A. Not as I know of. © 
Q. So then you had no ſ ue or motive Wbat- | 
ever to Mrs. Buſby or her tamil | 
A. No; not the leaſt ill wil OTIS | 
Will you venture to prove to the Jury, that 
after leaving the houſe of Mr. Bufby with curſes in 
your mouth, 'as you cps, , you have done; 
after having never fince ent heir houſe, and 
keeping your lips ſealed five months—when you 
gave an account of the matter to the Lord Mayor, 

that you had no ſort of ſpite or malice to Mrs. Bul- 
| ver | | 

A. Ido Ca) "in 

Counſellor Hacket. Pray did not Mrs. Buſby 

| ſend for you ſome time fince, to live in her houfe, 

notwithſtanding this accuſation of drunkenneſs and 
robbery, that has been mentioned ? 

A. She did, and wanted me to ſtay and take 
care of the houſe for her. 

Court to witneſs. Pray were thoſe children con- 
fined during the time you lived at Mrs. Buſby's 
.did they not uſually dine at their father” 8 table foe 

part of the time? 

A. I never ſaw the children dine in the padde 

but twice; once I ſaw them ſitting at a fide table, 

when theis father dined at home; at another time, 
when he dined abroad; it was on a Sunday I ſaw 
them dine in the parlour, when their mother-was 


—_ They had for dinner three alt herriuge. 
| Counſellor 
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. Covnſelor Driſcoll. Was cbis in fummer? Pc 


Ic was. 
Dic yon ever hear, as areaſon ly for 


* treating, the children thus Ul, * Ser Kept 
comp 7 With the ſervants? Fe 


A. ever. 


6 


Did Mr. Buſby know of he children Hite 


5 Pots and cruelly treated? _ 


A. Tamalmoſt fare he did not know chey were 
ſo treated. I never faw him treat them eruelly. 


Doctor Evox xproduced and Iworn. Examined 
by Counſellor Lap. 


I know Mr. Buſby ſo for 2s having taken Apdg- | 


one to-ſee thoſe children at any time: 1 
E No. H happened one day to call on Mr. 
cky, 


"ings in the houfe far a Mr. Lecky and his lady, 
Friends of mine. I know his chi the firſt 


time I ſaw them was . in the ee of. the Lord 
: Mayor. : 


G. Were you called upon -profeſls pually by. any | 


whom I was attending profeſſiqually ; it 


was ton Saturday the 16th of March laſt; and he 
ſent for Mr. Bulby, and ſpoke to him in my pre- 
| ſence, and told him he was extreme] ſorry to hear 


the accuſations againſt him; and told him I was a 
profeliioualman, and re ueſted I might ſee the. chil- 


dren; in order, that if the cireumſtances were un- 


founded, he might vindicate his. character 
1 — you any converſation EDI Mr. Buſby 
1mſe > 

A. I had. I told him I had beard that 105 cl 
dren were confined a conſiderable time up ſtairs, 
without fire, candles, or neceſſary ſuſtenance, and 
that if any thing happened to them in that confine- 
ment, he 80 . to the laws for the 


conſequences; that I came to adviſe him as a friend, 
not + 10-bavethe.hildrea ſo ſevere}y,treated. | 


= 


3 


. 


le anſwered, chat what I heard was an infamous 


falfehood,; and the ſuggeſtion of a malicious ſervant 
' maid; that the children were not cruelly treated, 
but had fire, candle-light, and every ihing neceſſa- 
ry and comfortable. _ - 1 


o 
if 


At this ſtage of the converſation, Vr. Lecky 


came up, and Mr. Bufby exprefled his Furprize to 
Mr. Lecky, that Mrs, Lecky ſhould ſend any gen- 
tleman to him, after the - converſation he had with 


her that morning, in which he had promiſed the 
children ſhould be liberated. | | 


* 
— 


- 


Mr. Lecky immediately replied, Mr. Buſby, here 
icular friend; you faid the 


is Doctor Evory, my partic 


| children were ill, let him go up and fee them, and 
he mall do every thing in his power for their reco- 


323 al. 1 | : 5 
: Mr Buſby anſwered, he ſhould be happy to 
comply with what Mr. Lecky .recommended, but 
he evuld not at that time; if, however, we would 
call next day, he would allow it. : 
I replied, you may make ſuch alterations before 
to-morrow as may create a wide difference in cir- 
cumſtance : Take me up now on the ſpur of the 
_ occaſion, and I will ae 
matters charged, if it appears. But he anſwered 
he could not, and we then went away. 


Q When did you afterwards fee Mx. Buſby ? 
A. Not until the Monday following. 
Did you ſee the children then; and if ſo, 


Where was it? | 


A. It was in preſence of the Lord Mayor, in 


an upper room, imitnediately under the ſtreet 
garret. TM: 


* % 


In what ſtate of health did they feem; were 


, Boas: 
A. They did not ſeem emaciated, but pale and 
nervous. 5 e 


Q. As 


rt your innocence of the 


N As a medical man, when zun be your opi- 
nion of them: a 

A. As a medical matt it is an extremely Ace 
thing to decide on the ſtate of their copfittyLons. | 
then, as I bad not ſeen them beſore. 3 8 

Counſellor MNally. Was it not 'polble Doc. 


tor Evory, that this nervous. ſy mptom, might have. | 


ariſen from their being ſuddenly brought before 
ſuch an Inquiſition, in the, preſence of my Lord 
7... TT Eo nn TT, 

A. Not all t0gether; they might have been” 
ſomewhat embarraſſed on that account. 

Court. Did they make any complaint of the 
treatment they had received, to the Lord Mayor? 


A. They did; and when they came to ſay 


ſomething reſpeQing the treatment they had ſuffer- 
ed, their father interrupted and endeavoured to in- 


tiniidace them, in ſo much, that the Lord Mayor 


7 1 


found it neceſſary to put him out of the room. 


The Richr Hon. the Lonp Maron ſworn and | 


examined. „„ 5 


The time I ſaw the children was on Monday the 
18th of March, when I was ſent for by Mr. M., 
Lecky, to the houſe of their father, in Dame: ſtreet. 
I was ſhewn up to Mr. Lecky's apartment; and he 


explained as the reaſon why he had ſent for me 


was, that Mr. Buſby's children were illegally con- 
fined, and s treated in 4 garret up ſtairs ; and, 


be had thought t 
only proper. guardian to whom he Night apply for 


their liberation, as their father refuſed it: T an- 


ſwered, it was rather a nice matter for me to inter- 


meddle in the private affairs of a family, unleſs 


this matter came before me by affidavit, and in an 
offclal form. | 


W 
1 I 
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at I, as Chief M: agiſtrate, was the : 
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Mr. Lecky accordingly lodged examinations be: 
fore me on affidavit, and then went up ſtairs to he 
room in the third ſtory, attended by Mr. Sher: 

Poole, who came for £4 purpoſe. or Evory, 

Mr. Lecky, and ſome other perſons. In this room 
I found the children fitting together in a corner, 
and all in tears. There were two beds in the 
room; one with curtains and the other not. The 
children ſeemed a good deal affected. I remained 


there a conſiderable while. Their father was pre- 


ſent, but their mother was not; and by a good deal 
of argument, I prevailed upon them to communi- 
cite to me the cauſe why they were ſo much af- 
feed. I told them, I by no means wiſhed to in- 
duce them to ſay any thing to the prejudice of their 
parents. TI only wiſhed them to tell me the truth; 
and they then told me their ſtory. The younger, 
Rebecca, gave the more collected and rational ac- 
count of the two; and exactly correſponding witch 
the teſtimony ſhe has given this day, in every par- 
_ ticular, „ T 
Mr. Lecky ſaid that was not the room in which 
they were confined. Upon which I infiſted upon 
ſeeing the room, and was ſhewn up ſtairs, and 
brought two of the young women along with me. 
When I ſaw the room it was certainly in a very 
wretched and uninhabitable ſtate. There was a 
bed on the floor in which I was told the. children. 
uſed to ſleep ; but not in a ſituation fit for any hu 
man being to lie in. I ſaw 3 extremely 
indecent in a corner upon the floor, which one of 
the poor girls ſeemed extremely anxious to conceal, _ 
by getting between me and the corner. 
; Counſellor 'M*Nally. My Lord, did the chil- 
dren ſay they had been ſtarved? '. _ 
A. They certainly declared they were frequently 
// = oo hor i I 
NE | C =... received 


one. blue, with 'w 
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received two letters written in a very bad 
hand; and found them to be written with ſomething 
like one-hlue, which gave a deſcription of their 
ſituation; and on ſhewing them thoſe letters, they 
dokrowiedged N contrived to diſſolve ſome 


1 


. JW ĩ 8 
Tbe evidence for the Crown being cloſed, - 
Counfellor Caldbeck roſe, to offer to the Court. 

and jury, a few obſervations on the nature and 

tendency 'of that evidence, and of the proſecution 
He perfectly coincided with the learned counſel, 
who ſtated the cafe, that it was a very extraordi- 
nary one; the moft fo indeed, that had ever oc- 
curred to his experience; and ſach a one as for the 
peace of families, and the wholeſome and neceſſary 
controul of parents over their childrert, ought not 
to be entertained in a public Court of Criminal 


ich they had written thoſe let- 


Juriſdiction. It was a proſecution which might 
have arifen out of à well intended, but certain- 


ly a, moſt miſtaken zeal. It appeared to him, to 
affect moſt materially the peace of every family in 
the community, Ford even the general intereſts of 
8 
The indictment was brought againft a man and 
his wife, for aſſaulting their three children and 
confining them in this houſe nine months, without 

the neceſſaries of life. This was in fact, indicting 

them for performing a miracle; for could any other 
principle preſerve the exiſtence 'of three children, 

ume months in confinement without the neceſſaries 
of life. Nothing could be in his mind more futile 


or ridiculous than this charge; and he did conceive 


that the very readipg of it in a Court of Crimi- 
nal Judicature, would have rouſed the indignation 
of that Court againſt ſuch an inſult to its dignity. 

5 * Mo | It: 
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It had been juſtly ſtated by Counſel on the other 
ſide, that one great duty of parents was education; 
and on this point it had been inſinuated the tra- 


perſers were guilty of another cruel neglect. But 


ſtronger: evidence to refute ſuch an inſinuation 
eould not-potibly be adduced than the conduct and 
the language of the three young ladies themſelves, 
who, had appeared juſt now on that table. Ther 


bad in fact ſhewn that great attention had been paid 


to their education; but he was ſorry to ſee ſo good 
a purpoſe perverted, and the e brought 
forward to ſupport ſo groſs a charge againſt the 
authors of their being. A charge, not indeed to 
affect their lives, but that which was infinitely more 
dear to them, their reputation as parents, and as 
members of civil ſociety. But as it was a matter 
which treſpaſſed upon the peace and rights of the 
great family of the nation; as it was to ſend Courts 
of Juſtice to burft with unhallowed hands into the 
private tribunals of domeſtic regulation, and uſurp 
the privileges which the great law of nature entail- 
ed upon the parent for the due reſtriction of his 
children, he truſted, that ſuch a principle would 
never be ſanctioned by the verdict of a ſenſible 
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ce y principle of humanity. For what was the 
Being brought forward in Court, who was the ob- 
ject of his inhumanity and diabolical cruelty? A 
child, decripid, deformed, covered over with hair, 
_ tdeotic, ſpecchleſs, ſcarcely human. This Being 
too, was proved:to be his own child. But was that 
the caſe in the preſent inſtance? He called upon the 
gentlemen of the Jury to lay their hands to their 


hearts, aud ſay if there was any ſimilitude between 


\ 


the caſes. 4 | 
What the motives were which aQuated the per- 
ſons who brought forward this proſecution, he was 
not able to ſay ; neither could he pretend to im- 
peach their motives at preſent. But he was ſorry 
to ſay, there was one mis fortune belonging to the 
feelings of ſociery. That when any thing extraor- 
dinary was advanced; of ſtarvation or murder, or 
cruelty or the like, the great mob and the ſmall 
mob ſwallowed it with avidity. Thus, the public 
were told of the preſent caſe. The poor children 
were repreſented as kept in a garret by their parents 
half their lives without food; and covered. over 
with hair like female Orſons. Every body knew 
how our: Sovereign Lord the Mob behaved on that 
occaſion. With them, to arraign, condemn, and 
execute, were but the buſineſs of inſtant im- 
pulſe ; and on that occaſion, the firſt whiſper of 
report rouſed them to ungovernable fury. They 
demoliſhed the windows and the property of the 
traverſers, and in reality inflicted a puniſhment 
upon them in property, character and credit, which 
they would not have deſerved, if all that had been 
Ps aſſerted were even true. e 
. Every one knew the preſent rage for ſentimen- 
| tal novel writing, and the perfection to which that 
15 ſpirit of literature was carried, ſo as to draw tears 
1 a4t every line. The preſent caſe which had already 
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been the ſubject of many pretty News-paper para- 

graphs, might, he doubted not, with the aid of 
ſome ingenious ſcribblers in this city, make a 
very pretty ſtory for a Sentiment Novel, under 
the Title of 


Tux CRUEL | PARENTS, 
AND 
MISFORTUNATE DAUGHTERS. 


But he aſked was it decent, or was it proper, 

for Courts of Juſtice to enter into the private juriſ- 
diction of the Nurſery; or entertain the complaints 
of every little Boarding-ſchool Miſs, againſt the 
wholeſome” and neceffary chaſtiſement and reſtric- 
tion of her father, her mother, or her ſchool- miſ- 
treſs, in the form of a criminal Proſecution. 


OY orintiple was ſanQiondd, -Diechens rol 
would be baniſhed from the domeftic chimney- 
piece of every family in this kingdom; parental 
authority would be exploded,” and every little 
minx in the kingdom would ſet at naught the 
admoniſnments and wholeſome corrections of their 
parents, and deter them from chaſtiſement, ” 
nen them with the fate of the Bufoys. 


If ſuch a pine were to be admitted, twere 
better at once for parents to ſend their children to 
the Foundling Hoſpital, where they would be, ve- 
rily and indeed, ucated under the eye of the law ; 
or to adopt the Spartan principle, and make them 
the children of the ſtate. But he believed, if fa- 

thers were reduced to the neceſlity of having their 
children thus.torn from their own care, they would 


become * e who bad the . of 
them; 


them; and propagation would alſo become the bu- 
CCC TE IOPLnes, 


What were the particular © cruelties alledged 
againſt the Traverſers in the preſent inſtance? That 
they had pur their children to ſleep in a garret ; that 
they had fed them on bread and milk, and potatoes 

150 milk; and that to prevent them from inter- 
courſe with ſervants, they had found it neceſfary to 
keep them in their apartment. Such lodgings and 
ſuch fare might not, perhaps, be ſuited to the gor- 
geous living, and ſumptuous ideas of a Manſion. 
houſe; though they might, nevertheleſs, be very 
compatible with the circumftances of an induſtrious 
couple, endeavouring to earn by their buſi- 
neſs, and ſecure by their ceconcmy, an honeſt live- 
lihood, and to eaſe an heavy rent, by letting their 
apartments in lodgings, and fleeping themſelves, as 
has been proved by the profecutors—the one in the 
garret, and the other on the parlour flo. 


Their ſleeping and remaining in the upper floor, 
or garret, as it was called, out of the vicious con- 
verſe of the ſervant maids, (and every body knows 
what kind of education they inſtil into the minds 
of young ladies) had been termed impriſonment. 
He wondered it was not called 7ncarceration, a 
Hard word, more aptly ſuited to the temper of the 
times. If, however, ſleeping in a garret, and be 
it remembered, that the garret was in one of the 
elegant new houſes in Dame-ſtreet, was cruelty, 
and unlawful treatment from a tradeſman to his 
child, Heaven help the family of many an honeſt 
induſtrious man in the city of Dublin. But if the 
law was to ſtep into the family of every endeavour- 
ing man, and dictate what kind of food and lodg- 
ing he was to give his family; if every pert Miſs 
| | „„ Was 


E | 
5 
was to be the judge of what was -propeneſt ſor her 
diet, no matter how ill ſaited to her father's cir- 


cumſtances, there would * an end of n | 
and commendable thrife. us d ee 


WY Caldbeck; after 1 in ee ee 
argument ingenuity could furniſh, from the nature 
of the; caſe, concluded, by. expreſſing his reliauce 
that the jury muſt, from the very nature of the © nals, 
zequit ths, Traufen. 


Evidence called for the traverſers. 


Tow pI Sn 2 ſays, he knew Mr. Fra 
Mrs. Buſby and their family four years. He was 
their foreman in the  hatter's ſhop. - He never ſaw 
them exerciſe any cruelty towards their children. 
The children were ſent to Mrs. Fiyn's boarding- 
_ ſchool at Clontarf; it was a reſpectable ſchool, ad 
he conceived the education they received there 
adequate to the daughters of tradeſmen. When 
they were at home, he always ſaw them up and 
down ſtairs. He ſometimes dined at Mr. Buſby's 
table, and ſaw the children dine there. They 
Deen oonipleined.. 10 bim of any ill treatment. | 


 Croſe-examined by Counſellor Hacket. 


| Witneſs fa 3, he began to liye with Mr. Buſby 
in 1789, and he lives there ſtill. He was there in 
— and February laſt. He ſwears he ſaw the 
children up and down ſtairs frequently in their fa- 
ther's houſe. He does not ſwear whether it was 
once a day, once a week, or once a fortnight—but 
frequently within two months before the Lord 
Mayor came. He often dined at their father's ta- 

ble; when he has been called in by their father, 


he law them h at a ſide table, which he 
con- 


„„ 

conſidered their father's table. He can ſwear to 
twice. He never heard in his life till the Lord May- 
or came, that they had not food enough, and then 
only by the report of the common people, —aſter 
the affair happened. He ſays, he has been at Clon- 
tarf with a meſſage for Mr. Flinn that Mr. Buſby 
wanted him; it was ſince the children were taken 
away. He knew the children were in the houſe 
from the 14th of October, 1792, to 19th January, 
1793, acting as ſervants. He believes they ſome- 
times lay in the room with their mother; but he 
never heard they were locked up, until the Lord 
Mayor came to the Houſe. He acknowledged he 
one day locked them up himſelf. He had occaſi- 


on to go up to their room with ſoap and water, 


and Miſs Jane deſired him to turn the key in the 
door as he went down ſtairs, and he' turned it ac- 
cordingly. He ſays, that for ſix weeks before the 
Lord Mayor came, they uſed to be up ſtairs, but 
he did not know they were locked up; and he 
ſays, he had no ſuſpicion of the cauſe of the door 
being locked up at the time he found it ſo, when he 
carried up the ſoap and water.. e 


Counſellor Lyſaght now, on the part of the tra- 
verſers, ſaid, that as he had received poſitive injune- 
tions from Mr. Buſby and his wife, that on no ac- 
count any evidence ſhould. be adduced that might 
injure the characters of their daughters, as they 
would rather meet any ſeverity or misfortune, than 
avert it by ſuch means, he ſhouldin compliance 
with thoſe injunctions decline offering any evidence 
on this head. . 1 | 


Rachael Boyle ſworn. Says ſhe is ſiſter to Mrs. 
| Buſby ; that ſhe has frequently viſited her fince the 
'Tith of January laſt, twice or three times a week; 
but not to ſtay there longer than to dine and * 

E : the 


c 4¹ 1 


£ PO evening; ; ſhe alſo viſited Ga In. February, 
- ſometimes in the morning, and ſometimes in the 
evening; ſhe does not know how often, but it was 


never truſting to two or three times a week. bur 4 


did not know how much oftener. During her vi- 
fits there, ſhe faw Mary Buſby, and dined with her 
at her father's table, in March laſt: but not Rebet- 
ca. She is not ſure whether ſhe ſaw Mary in the 
parlour more than'once ; but when ſhe dined . 
and the children were not at the table, ſhe alw 

ſaw food enough ſent away from the table, for tho 


who were not there. She never ſaw nor heard &f | 


any unuſual cruelty practiſed by Mr. or Mrs. Buſby 


towards their children, till ſhefaw the Lord” Mayor 
there; ſhe has often confined her own children, 


and never experienced any ill effects from 1 it. 
| Croſs.examined by Counſellor Hacket. | 
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Witneſs ſays ſhe ſaw Mary but once at her father's 
table; but never Rebecea; ſaw Jane dine at the fide + - 
table. She never aſked the reaſon why the other 


children were not brought down to dinner; ſhe ne- 
ver went up ſtairs to ee them; ſhe can't ſwear where 
the food was ſent, which ſhe ſaw ſent from the ta- 
ble; and ſhe ſwears pofitively ſhe never heard any 
. complaint about their treatment, until the day ſhe 
| law Mr. nn; and the Lord Mayor there. Het 


G. You ſay Mrs. Boyle you have bein! in if 

habit of confining your own children, and never 

found any ill effect from i It * e 5 
A. Yes. n £4 3 12 


Q. Pray did you ever confitie! them or nine 
months without fire or candle light? | - IS 


A. No. ” 
1 d. Did 


* * 1 


* 
4 

f 

4 


* 1 | 
bid you ever lock 88 up i in a 3 3. 
fix * in the middle of Winks, : without fe 


or candle-light, or food enough? 


Tou never We it EAR then to \ ſtarve. 
chen in order to improve their weren 25 Fae. 
A. No. E N VE SE” in | * * £ = 


l Keating, FEA Sl be has dined 
af Mr. Buſby's houſe, ſome day between the 21ſt 
of January, and the 14th a. February #welve- 
months, and not ſince; and at that n Mary aud 


Rebecca dined at table. i ; 


Aacther Samuel Keating, ſworn. — he 5 
been long intimate in the family of Mr. Buſby, 


and always conſidered his: children treated as 


chilcFen ought to be. 
Croſ-examined by Counſeilor ; Cumin. | 
Würnel s, he dined: there about ce days 


before the children were brought away by the 
Lord Mayor, and about a month before chat; and 
he ſaw Rebecca, at table three times. He never 
Heard of the children being in the garret ; and he 
has ſeen two of them within theſe fix months, to 


the beſt of his recollection; but he has not ſeen 


Mary there latterly, he thinks. * He' ſaw _ ane and 
Beck frequently. 


William Ford, . he was intimate wich 
Mr. Buſby and his family, and has dined frequently. 


at his table, and always ſaw one of the children 
there; it was Miſs Jane. lt 


" ATOM Borio, ſworn—ſays he has often ſeen 


the children at thewr father s table, and ſaw bald 
e 


tas 1 


Feld i in every reſpect as other parents aft towards 
their children. 


Doctor Hill, ſworn—ſays " ſaw thoſe 8 
fivce this buſineſs, at the inſtance of their father; 


and that they reed to him no ſymptoins of 
aving been Mt: wt They ap- 


emaciation, a nate 

peared to hi © bodily ſtrength rather delicate; 

ut that might. be the effect of a very different cauſe 
than from want of proper ſuſtenance. He admit- 
ted they might have been confined and fed in the 
manner deſcribed in evidence, and not be more 
emaciated than when he ſaw them. It was twelve 
days after they had left their father's houſe. | 


2 


Court- this might make a make a material dif. | 


| ference as to their appearance. | . 


Doctor Hopkins ſworn—and he gave Ks teſti 
mony to the ſame effect. 


Here the e cloſed. | 


* Wo 


Flt Would have been | flated in the 0 of 
Penelope Hudſon, that on being aſked what was 
the uſual behaviour of the children? ſhe anſwered, 


that milder or better behaved children ſhe never ſ ay, 
fo far as ſhe had known them + 


Note When the Trial was ile on, Mr. Hack- 
et, of Counſel for the Crown, moved to quaſh the 


| indictment, i in order to ſend up a new bill to the 


Grand Jury. Mr. M*Nally objected. He argued 

that the application was too Iate. It was, he faid, 

an eſtabliſh 

writers on Crown law, that the Court will not 
I an indictment, after the priſoner has Fr 

| ed; 


ed rule, in Hale and Foſter, the beſt 


G 


ed; and in ſupport of this poſition, he cited the 


State Trials, and cafes f:om Veritus's Reports, and 


a Leach's Crown Caſes. 


The Court concurred, and the motion was re- 
fufed. | | 8 1 | i 


Evidence being cloſed, Mr. proceeded to 


re- ſtate the indictments, and Tam up the evidence 


thereon to the Jury—which he did 1n a clear, ſuc- 

einct, and circumſtantial manner; and having con- 
cluded this, he obſerved, that upon a cafe, which, 
if the evidence was true, was the moſt cruel, un- 
natural, wanton, and diabolical ſpecies of guilt 
he had ever witneſſed. - ns 


Ihe law in this caſe had. been clearly laid down 
by the learnd council on both ſides. It had been 
ſaid with great truth, that the duty of parents 
towards their children and their privilege of re- 
ſtraining and controuling them, were founded in 
the great charter of nature and ſociety, and recog- 
nized by the law of the land; that thoſe duties 
were arranged by the law of England, under thoſe 


principal heads, protection, education, and main- 


tenance. It had been urged with equal truth, that 
Courts of Juſtice ſhould not uſurp the private ju- 
riſdiction of families in their domeſtic concerns, 
nor take out of the hands of the parent, the right 
of educating and reſtraining their children in ſuch 
manner as ſeemed to them moſt eligible. Proſecu- 
tions of this kind, he allowed ſhould be counte- 
nanced by Courts of Juſtice, only on very extraor- 
dinary occaſions; and ſuch the evidence had ſnewn 
the preſent caſe to be. REI 5 


The proper controul of parents over their chil- 
dren, was certainly a privilege in which the _ 5 


L 8 1] 


| being of every well regulated ſociety was-materi- 


ally intereſted. But it by no means followed, that 
parents were to be permitted to beat their children 
with wanton and unnatural cruelty; or that when 
they did ſo, that Courts of Juſtice were to repel 


their interference, and withold their protection 


from children unable to protect or redreſs them- 


ſelves, on account of a delicate diſinclination to 


— 


interfere in domeſtic concerns. 


CTertainly the privilege of a perpetual impriſon- 
ment and a refuſal of ſuſtenance, or a cruelty in 
beating them with dangerous and unreaſonable wea- 
. Dons, would never be included under wholeſome 
correction or neceſſary controul which parents en- 
joyed under the laws of nature or ſociety. Such, 

owever, the evidence in this caſe ſhewed the con- 
duct of the traverſers to have been; and if the Jury 
believed the evidence, they muſt in his mind, find 


the traverſers guilty of the firſt part of the indict- 
ment, wantonly, cruelly, and unnaturally aſſault- 


ing and impriſoning, without neceſſary ſuſtenance, 


* 1 . 


Mary and Rebecca Buſby, their children. With 


reſpe& to Jane Buſby, no evidence had been ad- 
duced to ſubſtantiate any charge of cruelty againſt 
the traverſers. i „ 


With reſpe& to the ſecond part of the charge; 


that thoſe things were practiſed towards the chil- 


dren, Mary and Rebecca, with intent to deſtroy 
them, it did not ſeem to be ſubſtantiated from the 
evidence in his mind. However, as the charges 
were included in the ſame count, they could not be 
ſeparated by a verdict; but the traverſers muſt be 
found guilty or acquitted generally of both. 


However, with reſpect to this part of the 


charge, they, the Jury, were in poſſeſſion of the 


evidence, 


E + -* 
evidence, and they, and they _ muſt be the 


» 
= 
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beſt judges of che facts. If they believed the evi- 


dence, they would find the Traverſers guilty; if 
not, they would acquit. them. He was confident 


he had the honour to addreſs a Jury of reſpectable 
and diſcerning citizens; who, be was perſuaded; 
would not take prejudice or bearſay for their guide 
—who would candidly and conſcientiouſly diveſt 
their minds and their feelings of every thing they bad 


heard and read upon the ſubject, without doors, and 


confine their deliberations: 16 the evidence which 
had been this day adduced before them that they 


were fully aware of the ſolemniy of the oath they 


had taken, and would diſcharge it conſcientiouſly, 


as became men veſted with one of the moſt impor- 


tant and valuable privileges of the Conſtitution. 


Mr. Day then ſaid, Tus Law, and the NATURE | 
OF THE CASE, has been ſo ably, and fo fully. ſtated 


by Mr. STanzry, as rendered it neceſſary for him to 


fay little more than to expreſs his full and hearty 


concurrence in his charge. 


He was ready to admit that proſecutions of this 


kind ſhould not -generaily be countenanced' by 


Courts of Juſtice, and that frivolous accuſations of 
children againſt their parents, ought not to be too 
frequently encouraged. © The privilege of reſtraint 
and controul entailed on the parent 5 the law. of 


nature, and ofthe land, was only a delegated pow- 
er, committed to his care, and for the diſcharge of 


which. he was reſponſible to both; juſt, as the 
Magiſtrate is entruſted with the adminiſtration of 


the laws, and reſponſible for his performance there- 
in. But neither the one nor the other, are war- 
ranted to inflict wanton and unneceſſary fevert- 
ties. A privilege of wholefome -carreGion, of 


nlutary controul in the parent over the child, was 
certainly 


— 


LAK 1 


certainly neceſſary to the well being of ſociety, 
and ſo far, no Court would have a right to interrupt 


him. | 5:37; r 
Zut would it be ſaid, tha: locking up children 
in a garret for nine months, without fire, candle, 
or neceſſary ſuſtenance, care or attention, admi- 
niſtering them a ſcanty pittance of food, once a 
day, laid at their door, as; at the den of a wild 
beaſt, or that the whole ſyſtem of cruelty charged 
and ſworn in this caſe, was chgfiſtent with whole- 
| ſome controul, or neceſſary reſtriction? Such an 
idea, he believed, would not be entertained. : On 
the whole, however, he was confident he addreſſ- 
ed a Jury, who would acquit themſelves like ho- 
neſt, diſcerning, and conſcientious men. 


The Jury then - retired for about 20 minutes, 
and at eleven o'clock at night, returned their ver- 
dict, GUILTY, with regard to Mary and Rebecca, 
but with reſpect to Jane, NOT guilty. | 


The Court and Halli, and even the fireet adja- 
cent, were on this occaſion crowded to a degree 
ſcarcely ever equalled before. 1 5 


Both of the learned Judges manifeſted a degree 
of humane protection towards the priſoners, in 
deſiring the Sheriff to provide a ſtrong guard, and 
to protect their perſons, on their return, aud alſo 
their habitation, which had in the outſet of this 
buſineſs been miſerably fhattered by the popu- 


lace. | 


Judgment in this caſe was not pronounced by 


the Court, on Saturday night, when the laſt part 
of this trial went to preſs. | | | 


Te” 


| mite children. 


ay < N 
23 


„„ et?” ; 


"We underſtand, that the Agent and Counſel bor 
the proſecution in this caſe, generouſly declined 


all fee or coſts on the occaſion, and that the firſt 


mentioned gentleman has preferred a petition to 
the Lord Chancellor, for the purpoſe of won 
ing fome permanent maintenance for the unfor:u 
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